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It was Saturday afternoon and 
Lek and Luca were shopping in the 
town. They wanted to explore on 
their own.
“Be careful and don’t get lost,” 
said Mum.
“Don’t worry, we won’t” Luca 
replied.

Luca’s favourite shop was the toy 
shop. Lek really liked the toy 
shop as well, but her favourite 
shop was the pet shop. She liked 
to look at the animals, and she 
knew the owner Mr. Boyce very 
well.



Lek loved all the animals, and the 
pet shop had dogs and cats as well 
as fish, birds and rabbits. At the 
back of the shop in glass tanks 
there were slippery snakes, and 
large hairy spiders.

If Mr. Boyce wasn’t too busy, he 
would let Lek hold some of the 
animals. She really liked the 
puppies. They ran around and 
when they licked Lek’s face, it 
tickled. She sometimes helped 
feed the animals too. 



Luca ran to the toy shop, and Lek 
walked to the pet shop on her 
own. 

As she walked through the door a 
bell jingled and jangled.

Lek walked through the shop. 
She saw the dogs sleeping and 
the cats playing. She saw the 
fish swimming and the birds 
flapping.

But where is Mr. Boyce? Lek 
wondered.



Lek walked around the pet shop. 
She stroked the cats and let the 
dogs lick her hand.
She called out for Mr. Boyce but 
the only thing that answered was 
a big green snake hissing in his 
tank.

Lek walked to the back of the 
shop to see if she could find Mr. 
Boyce.

She noticed a big dark shape 
that wasn’t usually there.



She moved closer.

“Squawk, stop where you are, 
stop where you are” a voice 
screeched.

That’s not Mr. Boyce Lek 
thought. Maybe it’s a burglar.

“Who are you?” Lek demanded, 
sounding much braver than she 
felt.

“Who’s a pretty girl then?” the 
dark shape screeched back at 
her.



Lek was afraid, she backed away 
and bumped straight into Mr. 
Boyce. 

“Hello Lek, you look terrified, 
what’s wrong?” asked Mr. Boyce. 

Lek pointed to the big dark 
shape at the back of the shop.

“Don’t worry Lek, this is my 
new friend. It’s a beautiful 
parrot all the way from South 
America.” grinned Mr. Boyce. 



“Squawk, squawk” screeched the 
parrot.

“Oh, I see!” Lek gasped and 
started to laugh.

“Who’s a silly girl then?” She 
said to herself. 

If you could choose an animal 
from the pet shop, what would 
you like to take care of, and 
where would you keep it?



Thanks for reading.
Please visit lekandluca.com for 
free printable worksheets and 

flashcards!
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