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Lek and Luca were fascinated by the 
insects in their garden, so they decided 
to make an insect hotel. This would help 
create a nice environment for the insects 
and allow Lek and Luca to study them in 
more detail. 

Unfortunately making an insect hotel 
wasn’t as easy as it first looked. They 
needed to find a wooden box, then they 
had to turn it on its side. 

Next, they added layers to attract lots 
of different insects and make it more 
interesting.



Once they’d finished it was time to leave 
the insect hotel in the bottom of the 
garden and wait to see what would 
happen. After a few days Lek and Luca 
checked the insect hotel and… it was full 
of insects. 

There were ants crawling around, with 
beetles and ladybirds. Bees were flying 
close by, and they even found a 
centipede.

One day after looking at the insect 
hotel Lek noticed a spider had spun a 
web right next to it. A spider isn’t an 
insect she thought, it’s an arachnid. 
Also, spiders like to eat insects. 

That’s why it’s spun a web next to our 
hotel… free lunch. 



Lek decided to move the spider away, and 
then she had a great idea. She could 
keep the spider as a pet. 

She collected the spider and put it in a 
jar. It ran around for a while and then 
stayed very still.  

Lek was worried about the spider, it 
didn’t look happy in the glass jar, so she 
moved it into a box, and added some 
leaves. 

“I’ll name this spider Steve,” she said. 



Steve didn’t move much and tried to make 
a web, but the box was very small. 

“You should let Steve go,” suggested 
Luca. “Spiders don’t always make good 
pets, and they need space to make a 
proper web.”

Lek was disappointed but she knew Luca 
was right, and so she went outside into 
the garden, and let Steve out of the 
box. 

Steve crawled away. 



A few days later Lek was tidying her 
bedroom when she spotted a spiderweb, 
and in the middle of the web sat Steve. 

“There you go,” said Luca “Steve can still 
be your pet, he just needed some space 
for himself.”

Lek grinned happily. “He can have all the 
space he needs,” she replied. 

This story is in 
memory of Steve the 
spider, who lived a 

happy life. 



Thanks for reading!!
Please visit www.lekandluca.com 
for the free printable story.
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